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From the original work by the work of Helen Baxter (Columnist) & Jean Weatherall McDowell 
(illustrator) 
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While the original 1921 text and images are in the public domain within the United States are no 
longer under copyright, this format of this book, redrawn images, and text modifications are 
copyright James G. Collins & Associates. 


The version uploaded into the Internet Archive is for individual, non-commercial use only and 
has been provided with a CC BY-NC-SA [Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial- 
Share-Alike] 4.0 International Public License (https://creativecommons.org). 


Dedication: To those who strive to make our world a better, healthier, caring place. 


If you believe that this publication has some value to you, please consider donating what you 
think is a reasonable sum to some worthy purpose; even a tiny amount may make a difference 
somewhere. 


Some donations may also be tax deductible. 
Consider the following organizations: 


Services, locally and around the world, for at-risk children and families or community centers for 
our older neighbors. 


Museums and library special archives — these are where newspapers and other resources are 
often preserved for future study. Your donation can last a very long time. 


The Antique Pattern Library project is an excellent opportunity to support access to publications 
similar to this one. This service provides scans of craft pattern publications that are in the public 
domain or have permission to post. Many are edited for ease of viewing by modem craftworkers 
and their technologies, http://www.antiquepattemlibrary.org/index.htm 


Donations to your local library or a community college or other learning scholarship fund are 
valuable local investments. 


Consider also Archive.org as it helps makes many resources available to all of us. 


I would be surprised if any person or organization returns even a nominal donation. -HH 
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Three Little Pigs Fairy Tale Crib Cover 


Introduction 

Perhaps an interesting story, many years ago an elderly relative who had lived through the 
Great Depression suggested that journalism and hair styling were among the most reliable 
professions during stressful economic times because people bought newspapers to find jobs and 
had haircuts to look good for interviews for those few available jobs. This is a small insight on the 
importance of newspaper publications, the major news, commercial and special interest resources 
of their times. For decades, perhaps centuries, printed newspapers were the major sources of 
current information about our communities, our nations, and our world. Even the early part 20" 
was before sources of telecommunication like radio was widely available, television was still an 
idea in realm of science fiction, and the internet was beyond imagination of almost everyone. Int 
their time, newspapers attempted to increase readership, and thereby subscription, by introducing 
specialize columns and sections. Innovations of the late 19 and 20" century introduced lower cost 
methods to produce illustrations which were quickly utilized by the newspaper industry and 
incorporated first into advertising and then into sections related to art, architecture, and fashion. 


A common special section in many newspapers were directed toward “women’s interests.” 
These usually focused on fashion trends, cookery, child rearing, and certain hobby and leisure 
activities. The sections became more elaborate as the cost of printing images decreased. In the 
early 20" century the lower cost images vastly increased the inclusion of fashion and craft sections. 
Thus, in keeping of social expectations of women’s interests and roles, the proliferation of image 
dependent needlecraft columns became more widely available. It is fascinating to read these 
columns while exploring art/design trends as they vary over time and place, noting their 
developments through the decades and across regions. As our grandparent raised our parents who 
shared their interests with us, reading our history informs how we have become who we are today, 
whether it be our social interactions or what we find interesting. 


This small book provides a 100 year old design for a young child’s bed cover. Each of us may 
interpret the pattern’s audience, relevancy, and role in its time. In the decade in which it was 
created, filet crochet was popular technique. It is, however, quite suitable to other charted crafts. 
The entire item can be produced in cross stitch or similar needlecrafts. Specific elements can be 
extracted for use in the same techniques but in other creative works as well as in painting, 
beadwork, parquetry, concrete stepping stones, and so on. Let us allow this to be another 
inspiration to express one’s craft, creativity, and in the imagining related works. 


HH 
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Three ELLE Figs Fairy Tale Crib Cover 
j Be e4 [Although this segment was originally published 
Sa last, in this format it is more appropriate to present 


first. ] 


Hereby ends the tale of the Three Little Pigs. It has 
taken a long while in the telling, but from the 
number of inquiries that have been received 
conceming it the story must have been an 
interesting one. 


Opinions differ as to whether the rabbits an 
addition to the cover or not. Some persons think 
that it cheapens the thing to have so much lace and 
so they make the cover merely with the border of 
filet and a plain linen centre with the embroidered 
monogram. Indeed, it is a fault of many 
needlewomen that they try to see how much work 
they can do and hence overdo the thing insofar as 
beauty is concerned. You may, however, prefer the 
inserts and if you don’t, the bunnies may be used 
for all sorts of things other than the cover. 


Corner pieces: 50 x 50 mieches. 

Horizontal size pieces: 210 x 27 meshes 

Top and bottom center pieces 27 x 120 meshes 
Rabbits: 166 x 48 meshes 


It is somewhat less work, and I think not quite so “gingerbready” to put the inserts directly against 
the lace, at the top and bottom, instead of having the strip of line between as shown in the cut. Use 
linen sheeting and don’t use anything but linen on a thing on which you have already put so much 
time and money. If you do not use the inserts the linen will be about thirty-one inches wide and 
forty-inches long, depending upon the way in which you crochet. In order to avoid any possibility 
of a tragedy in the shape of a mistake, it is better to insert the linen before you stamp the monogram. 
By the way, for this size cover the embroider letters should be three inches high. 


Although buttonholing is usually the proper way in which to insert filet for a piece of lace that is 
this heavy, hemming is the better method. Draw thread in the linen where the lace is to go and 
baste the lace on the linen very carefully. Both linen and lace should be shrunken beforehand. Then 
hem down the lace. On the wrong side cut the linen quite close to lace and turn in the hem toward 
the lace. Then hem this down to the lace with as narrow a hem as you can possibly sew. 


The lace should have some sort of edging and one that is very simple to do, on this as well as other 
articles, as is at the same time a little bit different from most edgings, is the treble picot edge. 
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Two single crochet in the first space, two single crochet in second space. Chain three and single 
crochet into the next space, chain three and single crochet in the same space. Then single crochet 
tow into the next space, single crochet two in the next space and your triple picot again. 


If you have been collecting all the designs before beginning to crochet the lace, do not forget that 
twenty thread should be used and a number ten needle. This makes the cover the correct size yet 
the work is not too coarse. 


The cover is the correct size for an ordinary crib which of course is flat over the crib without going 
over a pillow which the ordinary crib does not have. If the crib is longer than the usual size you 
will have to crochet the bunnies for a bolster throw. You will be surprised how quickly the work 
goes, perhaps because it is so interesting, and certainly it is a thing that will last for generations 
growing in value all the time. Surely that is worth something. 


Helen Baxter (author); Jean Wetherald McDowell (illustrator). Philadelphia Inquirer. Dec 25, 1921 
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Upper Corners 
The designs published 
today are part of a series for 
a crib cover fora child’s bed. 
It will take about six issues 


’ 


to publish the design for the 
entire spread, but they will 
be published consecutively, 


so that there may be no 
danger of the needlewoman 
become confused as to on 


what weeks the designs are 


gk 


to appear. 


To avoid disappointment please cut the 
design each Sunday as it is published. Invariably women 
who intend to copy a design wait until the series is 
finished, or even weeks afterward, and then writing in for 
the series or for the first designs, which were published 
months ago. Often the supply of extra copies of the design 
has been exhausted and then there is disappointment. One 
sometimes getting the paper for a week or two, but surely 
anyone who is interested does not miss it for months. So 


the best plan is cut the 
designs as they are printed — 


then you are sure of them. 


After you cut the designs 


paste them on muslin so 


they will stand the strain to 
which they are bound to be 


subjected. The they may be 


rolled or folded and yet 


remain legible. 


The entire design will 


consist of four different 


designs for the corners, two 


of which are given today and connected 

designs which will tell in pictures the fairy tale of the 
three pigs. Then there will be inserts to fit in the centre 
top and bottom, the remainder of the space being linen. 
It is a thing that will be beautiful when finished and in 
time become a family heirloom. If twenty thread is used 
and a ten needle the punished piece will be the correct 
size for a child’s crib up to the eight-year-old size. 


Three Little Pigs Fairy Tale Crib Cover 


[aire ein re I BE, 


Three Little Pigs Fairy Tale Crib Cover 


Three Little Pigs Fairy Tale Crib Cover 


Three Little Pigs 
Since the first installment of the designs for the child’s crib 
cover, which was published last week, you have probably been 
wondering just which fairy take is to be pictured. This week’s 
design solves the riddle, for it give the pictures of the “Three 
Little Pigs.” 


This design is for the top of the crib cover and follows after the 
corner design of the bird. Crochet the solid mesh at the top and 
bottom of all designs but omit the solid mesh at the sides. This 
is drawn as to make a finished drawing, but of course if 
crocheted the continuity of the design would be interrupted. 
Crochet the smiling sunflower corner first, then the little pigs, 
then the bird and then flow with the wolf, which will be the first 
half of the first side to be published next week. 


Please cut the designs from the paper as they appear each week 
in order to avoid disappointment in the end when you are apt to 
find the patterns are out of print. 
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House of Straw 


> 
The first half of the first side 
of the child’s crib cover 
appears today. Omit the 
closed mesh at the ends of 
the design, which are given 
merely for the appearance of 
the cut. Do crochet the 
closed mesh at the top and 
bottom, however, as this is 
part of the design. The pig’s 
house of straw into which the 
wolf is about to go will 
appear in next Sunday’s 
paper. Please cut out the 
designs as they are issued in 
order to avoid disappoint- 
ment. Paste them on an old 
piece of muslin or cheese- 
cloth to strengthen them 
enough to withstand the wear 
to which they will be 
subjected while you are 
working the patterns. 
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€Crib cover continued. The 
Little Pigs House of Straw 
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Lower Corners 
The two designs given today are for the lower corners of the 
child’s crib cover. They should be worked without the closed 
mesh, as given at the top and narrow side of the design, as 
these are drawn merely for the better appearance of the 
drawing. 
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House of Brick 
The pattern for the bottom width of the crib cover design is 
published today. In four more issues the entire design for the 
spread will have published, so if you intend to make the lace 
cut out the patterns as they appear, so that you be sure of them. 


If you prefer, you might crochet the little house solid where 
the design is open mesh and open mesh where the design is 
solid. This gives a more substantial pattern to the lace and any 
fullness caused by so much solid work will flatten out in the 
shrinking. By the way, don’t be worked if one side of the 
cover is longer or wider than the other due to the manner in 
which you have crocheted it, for strange to say, it will adjust 
itself almost without pulling when you shrink it. For some 
unknown reason when I crocheted the crib cover one side was 
four inches longer than the other and almost about an inch 
wider. With the shrinking, however, and without any pulling 
on the shorter side, the two sided evened up. So you will 
probably have the same good luck. [Do not trust this advice 
with 21* century threads — recent products tend to shrink less 
that those manufactured 100 years ago.] 


ok 2k ok 


If you have trouble in keeping your place while copying a filet 
pattern, stick a pin in the row on which you are working. If 
you do not expect to use the pattern again, draw a line through 
the row with a soft pencil as you finish them. Then a glance at 
the pattern without take your hands from your work enables 
you to follow the design. 
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House of Sticks 
€The design today [wolf] is for the first 
half of the remaining side of the crib 
cover. 


> 
The second part of the side of the design 
for the crib cover [house of made of 
sticks] published today. This completes 
the border aound the cover. In the next 
two weeks the inserts of lace will be 
published, which will complete the 
design. Then, which brings us up to 
Sunday which is also Christmas, a sketch 
of the completed crib cover will be 
pulished. This will show you just how 
you should put the designs together, in 
case you are having any difficulty. 
Properly spseaking, this should have 
been published first, but as parts of the 
designs are drawn as published from 
week to week, it could not of course, be 
done. 
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Bunnies 
The design published today [three bunnies] is for 
one-half of the insert in the crib cover. As it is 
crocheted and inserted separately, if you finished the 
rest of the lace you may go ahead with this — even 
though you cannot understand where it is to be 
inserted. [While working, do not include the solid 
meshes on the right and left sides as this piece will 
be joined to the other part of the insert.] The second 
half will be published next week, which will 
complete the design for the entire cover and the 
following week the diagram for the completed cover 
will be published so that will be no mistakes made in 
putting the thing together. 


With this issue the design [with two bunnies] for the crib cover is completed. [While working, do 
not include the solid meshes on the right and left sides as this piece will be joined to the other part 
of the insert.] Next week the diagram, showing how the patterns should be joined will be published. 
Last week’s pattern and this are used for the inserts inside the filet edge. For the bottom insertions 
reverse the patterns. That is, crochet this week’s design and then last week’s, for the bottom insert. 
This helps make balance in the cover. [Pattern follows on next page] 
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